WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1 . A metflod comprising: 

enterinp a key value in a first field of a template displayed on a display 
5 screen of almonitor coupled to an FSO computer system; 

enterins a database identifier in a second field of the template displayed on 
the display screen; and 

storing tnje entered key value and the database identifier in a first memory 
coupled to thdFSO computer system; 
10 wherein the key value is configured to access the database identifier in the 

first memory, wherein the database identifier is configured to access a first 
database couplefl to the FSO computer system. 

2. The method or claim 1, wherein the first field of the template corresponds 
15 to a key definition! wherein the first field of the template comprises one or 

more key fields, wfeerein entering the key value comprises entering key field 
values in the one orVtnore key fields. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising defining the key definition, 
20 wherein the defining me key definition comprises: 

displaying one or more data elements on the display screen; 

selecting one or more data elements from the displayed one or more data 
elements, wherein the selected data elements correspond to the key fields in 
the key definition; and 
25 storing the key definition in a second memory. 

4. The method of claim l\ further comprising storing information that defines 
a relationship between the First database and a first database identifier. 
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5. 'ihe method of claim 1, wherein the first database is a relational database. 

6. Th| method of claim 1, wherein the FSO computer system comprises a 
second database, wherein the second database comprises the first memory. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the first memory comprises a table in the 
second database. 

8. The meflhod of claim 3, wherein the FSO computer system comprises a 
second datalmse, wherein the second database comprises the second memory. 

9. The methoa of claim 8, wherein the second memory comprises a table in 
the second database. 

claim 3, wherein a portion of the one or more data 
monitoring parameters. 

11. In a computer s|stem configured to read processing data contained in any 
one of a plurality of ^databases, wherein the processing data is used in 
processing financial service organization (FSO) transaction related data, a 
method comprising: | 

adding a first database to the plurality of databases; 
displaying a template on a display screen of a monitor in data 
conmiunication with the computer system, wherein the template comprises 
fields configured to receive data entered by a user; 

entering a first key ualue in a first field of the template; 
entering a first database identifier in a second field of the template, 
wherein the first key value corresponds to the first database identifier, wherein 
the first database identifier identifies the first database; 



10. The method < 
elements comprise 
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stOTOig the template entered first key value and corresponding first 
database\dentifier in a memory; 

wherera the computer system is configured to access a database of the 
plurality of mtabases, wherein the database is identified by a database 
identifier, wfterein the computer system is configured to generate the first key 
value in response to the computer system receiving FSO related transaction 
data, wherein tfte computer system is configured to read the first database 
identifier storedun the memory in response to the computer system accessing 
the memory using the generated first key value, wherein computer system is 
configured to contpare the first database identifier with the database identifier, 
and wherein the computer system is configured to access the first database in 
response to the coniputer system determining that the database identifier does 
not compare equallyto the first database identifier read from the memory. 

I 

12. The method of cla&n 11, further comprising creating a key definition, 
wherein the computer system is configured to generate the first key value as a 
function of the key definition. 



13. The method of claim |2, wherein each FSO transaction related data 

I 

comprises a plurality of d|ta elements, wherein the creating the key definition 
comprises: 

displaying a list of dat^ field representations on the monitor display, 
wherein each data field repiresentation corresponds to a respective field of 

FSO transaction related data; 

I 

a user selecting a plurality of data field representations displayed on the 
monitor; and 

storing the selected data field representations in memory. 
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14. A carrier medium comprising prj/gram instructions, wherein the program 
instructions are executable by a computer system to implement: 

entering a key value in a first /leld of a template displayed on a display 
screen of a monitor coupled to m FSO computer system; 

entering a database identifpr in a second field of the template displayed on 
the display screen; and 

storing the entered key value and the database identifier in a first memory 
coupled to the FSO compui^r system; 

wherein the key value is configured to access the database identifier in the 
first memory, wherein the/database identifier is configured to access a first 
database coupled to the KSO computer system. 

15. The carrier medium of claim 14, wherein the first field of the template 
corresponds to a key definition, wherein the first field of the template 
comprises one or more key fields, wherein entering the key value comprises 
entering key field values in the one or more key fields. 



16. The carrier medium of claim 14, wherein the program instructions are 
further executablJby the computer system to implement: defining the key 
definition, wherem defining the key definition comprises: 

displaying one or more data elements on the display screen; 

selecting onp or more data elements from the displayed one or more data 
elements, wherein the selected data elements correspond to the key fields in 
the key definition; and 

storing the key definition in a second memory. 



17. The carmer medium of claim 14, wherein the program instructions are 
further executable by the computer system to implement: storing information 
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that defines a relationship between the fir/t database and a first database 
identifier. 

18. The carrier medium of claim 14, v^erein the first database is a relational 
database. 

19. The carrier medium of claim 14f, wherein the FSO computer system 
comprises a second database, whe^in the second database comprises the first 
memory. 

20. The carrier medium of clainqfl9, wherein the first memory comprises a 
table in the second database. 



21. The carrier medium of cMm 17, wherein the FSO computer system 
15 comprises a second database* wherein the second database comprises the 

second memory. 



10 



20 



/ 



22. The carrier medium of claim 21, wherein the second memory comprises a 
table in the second database. 



/ 



23. The carrier medium of claim 16, wherein a portion of the one or more data 
elements comprise monitoring parameters. 

24. A carrier medipm comprising program instructions, wherein the program 
25 instructions are ^ecutable by a computer system to implement: 

adding a fimt database to the plurality of databases; 

displaying template on a display screen of a monitor in data 
conimunicatijon with the computer system, wherein the template comprises 
fields configured to receive data entered by a user; 
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entering a first key value in a first fifeld of the template; 

entering a first database identifier in a second field of the template, 
wherein the first key value corresponds to the first database identifier, wherein 
the first database identifier identifies tne first database; 

storing the template entered first Mey value and corresponding first 
database identifier in a memory; I 

wherein the computer system is configured to access a database of the 
plurality of databases, wherein the database is identified by a database 
identifier, wherein the computer sysjem is configured to generate the first key 
value in response to the computer system receiving FSO related transaction 
data, wherein the computer system Is configured to read the first database 
identifier stored in the memory in iKsponse to the computer system accessing 
the memory using the generated fi4t key value, wherein computer system is 
configured to compare the first database identifier with the database identifier, 
and wherein the computer system |s configured to access the first database in 
response to the computer system determining that the database identifier does 
not compare equally to the first database identifier read from the memory. 

25. The carrier medium of clairn'/24, wherein the program instructions are 
further executable by the compmter system to implement: creating a key 
definition, wherein the computer system is configured to generate the first key 
value as a function of the key definition. 

26. The carrier medium of claim 25, wherein each FSO transaction related 
data comprises a plurality o|fdata elements, wherein the creating the key 
definition comprises: | 

displaying a list of datameld representations on the monitor display, 
wherein each data field representation corresponds to a respective field of 
FSO transaction related data; 
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a user selecting a plurality of data field /epresentations displayed on the 
monitor, and; 

storing the selected data field represei/tations in memory. 

27. A system comprising: 
a computer program; 
an FSO computer system; 

wherein the computer program is^xecutable on the FSO computer system 
to execute: 

entering a key value in a first fidld of a template displayed on a display 
screen of a monitor coupled to the FSO computer system; 

entering a database identifier ip a second field of the template displayed on 
the display screen; and 

storing the entered key value|knd the database identifier in a first memory 
coupled to the FSO computer svstem; 

wherein the key value is configured to access the database identifier in the 
first memory, wherein the database identifier is configured to access a first 
database coupled to the FSO iomputer system. 

28. The system of claim 27 /wherein the first field of the template corresponds 
to a key definition, wherein the first field of the template comprises one or 
more key fields, wherein entering the key value comprises entering key field 
values in the one or morJkey fields. 



29. The system of claim 28, wherein the computer program is further 
executable on the FSd'computer system to execute: defining the key 
definition, wherein tne defining the key definition comprises: 
displaying one ot more data elements on the display screen; 
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selecting one or more data elements from the displayed one or more data 
elements, wherein the selected data elenijpnts correspond to the key fields in 
the key definition; and 

storing the key definition in a second memory. 

30. The system of claim 27, wherein ttte computer program is further 
executable on the FSO computer system to execute: storing information that 
defines a relationship between the first database and a first database identifier. 

31. The system of claim 27, wherein/the first database is a relational database. 

32. The system of claim 27, wherein the FSO computer system comprises a 
second database, wherein the second database comprises the first memory. 

33. The system of claim 32, wh^^ein the first memory comprises a table in the 
second database. 



34. The system of claim 29, wnerein the FSO computer system comprises a 
second database, wherein the second database comprises the second memory. 



35. The system of claim 3^; wherein the second memory comprises a table in 
the second database. 

36. The method of claiiia 29, wherein a portion of the one or more data 
elements comprise monitoring parameters. 



37. A system composing: 
a computer program; 
an computer sf stem; 
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wherein the computer program is execijtable on the computer system to 
execute: 

adding a first database to a plurahty of databases; 

displaying a template on a display screen of a monitor in data 
communication with the computer system, wherein the template comprises 
fields configured to receive data enter6a by a user; 

entering a first key value in a firstpeld of the template; 

entering a first database identifienin a second field of the template, 
wherein the first key value corresponds to the first database identifier, wherein 
the first database identifier identifies the first database; 

storing the template entered firsf key value and corresponding first 
database identifier in a memory; 

wherein the computer system ifs configured to access a database of the 
plurality of databases, wherein the database is identified by a database 
identifier, wherein the compute^ystem is configured to generate the first key 
value in response to the computer system receiving FSO related transaction 
data, wherein the computer sy Jem is configured to read the first database 
identifier stored in the memory in response to the computer system accessing 
the memory using the generated first key value, wherein computer system is 
configured to compare the f^st database identifier with the database identifier, 
and wherein the computer pstcm is configured to access the first database in 
response to the computer system determining that the database identifier does 
not compare equally to the first database identifier read from the memory. 



38. The system of clairg 37, wherein the computer program is further 
executable on the computer system to execute: creating a key definition, 
wherein the computewsystem is configured to generate the first key value as a 
function of the key (Kfinition. 
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39. The system of claim 38, wherein eadh FSO transaction related data 

comprises a plurality of data elements, Jwherein the creating the key definition 
comprises: 

displaying a list of data field repidesentations on the monitor display, 
wherein each data field representatjpn corresponds to a respective field of 
FSO transaction related data; 

a user selecting a plurality o^data field representations displayed on the 
monitor; and 

storing the selected data fibld representations in memory. 
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